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ADIEU FR. RIJO FRANCIS MSFS 

 

 

 

Rijo Francis Mechery was born on 20-06-1986 at Palapilly, Kerala to Mr. M.G. Francis 

and Mrs. Rosily Francis. He was baptized on 10th August 1986 at St. Joseph’s Church, 

Koonor, and was confirmed on 1st May 1997 at Fathima Matha Church, Puspagiri. He did 

his primary schooling at Fathima Matha School, Pushpagiri and R.U. Primary School, 

Meloor. He did his secondary schooling at M.A.M. High School, Koratty. He did his 

minor seminary at Prakash Bhavan, Mannarkkad. He joined the novitiate at Dyanashram, 

Varanasi and made his First Profession on 01-06-2004. He did his Philosophy from 

2004-2007 at Suvidya College, Bangalore. He did his Theology from 2008-2012 at J.D.V. 

Pune. He made his Final Profession on 26th December 2011 at Fransalian Seminary, 

Pune. He was ordained a Deacon on 27th December 2011 at Fransalian Seminary, Pune. 

He was ordained a Priest on 27th December 2012 at Pushpagiri Church, Kerala. 
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Appointments:   

Diaconate Ministry at St. Francis de Sales Church, Panderpally, Odhisa. 

2013- 2014: His first appointment was as Secretary to the Provincial at Nagpur.   

2014 -2017: In charge of the Printing Press at Fransalian Technical Institute, Aurangabad.  

       2017 - 2020: Office Administrator at S.F.S. School, Badnera. 

2020 till date: Vice-Principal of S.F.S. Sr. Sec. School, Janakpuri, Delhi.  

His Last Days: 

After being diagnosed with Covid-19 he was admitted in the neighboring Arya Hospital. 

After a few days he was feeling better and he came back to stay with the community. He 

began to experience some discomfort again on 30th April and was admitted to Arya 

Hospital again. He was shifted to Holy Family Hospital 1st May. Here under medical 

supervision there were some signs of improvement. Despite the efforts of the doctors, 

slowly his health grew worse and on 10th May he became critical and had to be given 

ventilator support. Unfortunately he left this world for his heavenly abode on 12th May at 

around 4.00 pm. All of us had pleaded with God to bring him back to good health, but 

God had other plans for our confrere Fr. Rijo.   

To the very sad news of the passing away of our dear Fr. Rijo the confreres expressed 

their shock and pain – can’t believe, really shocking, heartbreaking, very hard to believe, 

left us too fast, etc. 

Rijo was well built, full of energy, always had a smile and enjoyed the company of his 

confreres.  He was always on the move wanting to do something or to extend a helping 

hand to those in need. “He worked with passion for things he liked and had great interest. 

He made extra efforts to learn more computer related operations and techniques. He made 

our first Province video as a scholastic.” [Fr. Jacob] “His creative initiatives, passion for 

driving, passion for photography, amicable brotherliness, indefatigable attitude, his never 

say die approach are a source of inspiration for all of us.” [Fr. Isaac] “We have lost a 

simple, hardworking, sincere and committed young priest and a good companion. A man 

with no malice, and a person who always cared for others who were with him.” [Fr. 

Robin] I have shared the thoughts of just three confreres. All of us have a lot to share 

about the wonderful person he was and how dedicatedly he lived his live as a priest and 

religious.  

He worked very hard as in charge of the printing press of FTI, Aurangabad and went from 

place to place to get as many orders as possible. He ensured quality work and timely 

delivery of the material. He also worked very hard to get all the documents and other 

things ready for the affiliation of SFS School, Badnera.  

We will really miss this loving and smiling confrere. May God look kindly upon him and 

grant him eternal peace and joy in His Heavenly Kingdom. May he sing the praises of the 
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Lord together with the choirs of angels, “Rejoice in the Lord Always.” May his soul rest 

in peace as we his confreres surrender ourselves to the will of our Heavenly Father.    

 

 

BURIAL CEREMONY  

After studying the 

various possibilities it 

was decided to have the 

funeral of Fr. Rijo at the 

Church of Nativity 

Cemetery, Sanjopuram, 

Faridabad on 13th May 

2021, at 10 am. This was 

proposed by Fr. Joison 

Puthssery, the 

chancellor of Faridabad 

Diocese and the parish 

Priest of St Thomas 

Syro-Malabar Church. 

Janakpuri. The Archbishop of New Delhi His Excellency Most Rev. Anil Couto 

consented to officiate at the burial service. The MSFS confreres of Delhi communities, 

some sisters and staff of SFS School received the mortal remains of Fr Rijo from Holy 

Family Hospital and accompanied it to the cemetery, reaching there around 10.40 a.m. 

The Office of the Dead in Malayalam was recited and then Archbishop Anil Couto 

conducted the funeral rites. The MSFS confreres working in Delhi Archdiocese, Fr Jose 

Odanatt one of the Pro Vicar Generals of Faridabad Diocese, many fathers, sisters and 

staff of SFS School, Janakpuri were present to pay their last homage to Fr Rijo. At the 

end of the funeral service, on behalf of the Congregation Fr Domy Thomas the 

Provincial Councilor thanked the Archbishop, the staff of Holy Family Hospital, Fr 

Joison Puthussery, Vinay Sadan Community and all those who helped Fr Rijo during 

his sickness as well as when in good health. The funeral rite was live-streamed on You-

Tube which helped many of his relatives and friends to attend the service virtually. 

 

REQUIEM MASS AT MSF PROVINCIALATE, NAGPUR 

The news of the sad demise of Rev. Fr. Rijo Francis gave all of us a terrible shock. The 

entire Province and many others had earnestly prayed for his recovery, but we had to bow 

our heads to God’s will. On 13th May 2021, the members of the Nagpur Province bid 

farewell to Fr. Rijo. At 6.30 am the Provincialate community prayed the Office of the Dead 
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for the repose of his 

soul. At 10.00 a.m. all 

the members gathered in 

the T.V. Hall for the 

live-streaming of the 

funeral service being 

held at New Delhi. They 

took part in the service 

by singing and praying.  

Soon after the funeral 

service, the community 

gathered for the 

Eucharist in the chapel. 

The Provincial Rev. Fr. 

Muthuswamy was the main 

celebrant. Fr. William, the Superior of the community read about the life and ministry of 

Fr. Rijo. Then Fr. Manu read the same in Malayalam. Fr. Provincial in his homily 

presented the events that led to the sad demise of Fr. Rijo. He said that the last week was a 

painful one filled with tension and helplessness as we all earnestly prayed for the recovery 

of Fr. Rijo. Ultimately when the sad news was communicated we all surrendered ourselves 

to the will of our Heavenly Father. During his priestly ministry whatever work he 

undertook he did it with dedication and passion. The Province has lost a capable member, 

the family has lost a very dear one and his friends a wonderful companion.   

The Provincial thanked Fr. Rijo’s parents for sacrificing their son for service in the Church; 

the Vinay Sadan community of which he was a member; the doctors and medical staff for 

all the help extended to him during his sickness; Archbishop Anil Couto for officiating at 

the burial rites, and all those who helped to organize and were present for the funeral 

service.  He thanked the Provincialate community for organizing the Eucharistic 

celebration which was live streamed. May God grant eternal rest and peace to Fr. Rijo.   

 

Yours Fraternally in Christ, 

 

Fr. John Britto Muthuswamy 

Provincial Superior  


